[Role of the echocardiogram in adults with congenital cardiopathy].
Advances in cardiac surgery, intensive care and non-invasive diagnostic methods in congenital heart diseases have allowed ford a high percentage of these patients to arrive to adult hood. Initial presentation of this type of anomalies in adult life is now uncommon. Most of these lesions are not arribe complex and easily acknowledged, but occasionally complex defects that represent a challenge for the diagnostic and treatment options. The handling of this groups of patients requires detailed information of the cardiac anatomy and cardiovascular pathophysiology. Transthoracic echocardiography (TEE) is a widely used method considered the initial method of choice. The transesophageal echocardiography (ETE) in combination with pulsed and continuous wave Doppler and color flow mapping provide high image resolution, in real time, of the cardiac structures to establish the diagnosis and hemodynamic repercussion, offering besides an important support during interventional cardiac catheterization procedures and monitoring during surgical procedures. To perform and interpret the studies of congenital heart disease, it must be acknowledged that this is a highly specialized technique that requires in depth knowledge of the spatial cardiac anatomy and pathology of the lesions, as well as the understanding of the different options of treatment and complications. Recently a it three-dimensional reconstruction of cardiac ultrasound image has which permits the spatial recognition of the intracardiac anatomy and provides additional information for the understanding of the congenital heart disease.